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economic impact this will have. Based
on the NICS data that we have, this is
going to be a $1.9 billion hit to the fire-
arms industry; $1.9 billion to law-abid-
ing citizens.

Believe me, this rule has nothing to
do with gun safety. This has nothing to
do with making communities safer.
This is just a backroom attempt, a
backdoor attempt to get at the firearm
industry. That is all this is and nothing
more.
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This is why, Mr. Speaker, we have to
pass the SHORT Act. This is why we
have to pass the REINS Act, because
the REINS Act would prohibit any reg-
ulation that has a $100 million or more
impact to an industry to come back to
Congress for an up or down vote.

You can fire your Congress-critter,
but you cannot fire these unelected bu-
reaucrats. We need to pass the REINS
Act. We need to absolutely stop this
regulation in its tracks. It is time to,
once and for all, let those swamp crea-
tures know that the Second Amend-
ment shall not be infringed.

Mr. Speaker, thank you to the gentleman
from Georgia and my friend, Mr. CLYDE, for
hosting this special order on such an impor-
tant topic. Most of you have likely heard about
the new rule from the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives, or ATF, that
targets stabilizing braces for pistols. The rule
wrongly reclassifies these braces as “short ri-
fles,” which are heavily regulated under that
National Firearms Act. The final rule, pub-
lished yesterday, January 31st started a 120-
day clock for law-abiding gunowners to de-
stroy, forfeit, or register their braces with the
ATF. Otherwise, the new regulation will con-
sider any unregistered stabilizing pistol brace
as a short-barreled rifle and will subject the
owner to penalties of up to 10 years of impris-
onment, up to a $10,000 fine, or both.

This is insane and it's an infringement on
Americans’ Second Amendment rights through
bureaucratic rulemaking.

For those who aren’t familiar with stabilizing
braces, these devices were originally designed
with disabled veterans in mind and have been
on the market for over a decade. Until last
year, the ATF repeatedly stated that stabilizing
braces did not convert the handguns into
short-barreled rifles. In fact, they claimed
going back to 2015 that braces were an ac-
cessory and therefore not subject to jurisdic-
tion of the ATF. But Now, bureaucrats at the
ATF are changing course. By changing this
definition, the ATF is effectively making crimi-
nals out of millions of law-abiding Americans
when they do not register by a certain date.
The ATF is reversing over a decade of agency
guidance and rulings on which the firearm in-
dustry and law-abiding gun owners have relied
for years. The ATF estimates around three
million stabilizing braces have been sold, how-
ever, a report from the Congressional Re-
search Service puts that number much high-
er—between 10 million and 40 million.

If you look at just the cost—the cost of this
new regulation—a rule put in place by
unelected bureaucrats, this one rule will cost
the firearm industry and gun owners a whop-
ping $1.9 billion! This number was calculated
by using data in NICS and industry data on
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the average cost of pistol braced firearms.
Make no mistake. This new rule is not about
gun safety. This is not about gun violence.
This is a back door attempt to take down the
firearm industry and make millions of law abid-
ing citizens—felons. We must stop this uncon-
stitutional overreach by the ATF and we will.

The Second Amendment is straight-
forward—the right to bears arms shall not be
infringed. We cannot allow the federal govern-
ment to make it harder—or impossible—for
small business owners, homeowners, and law-
abiding citizens to defend themselves. That is
why we must pass the Joint Resolution of Dis-
approval for this rule, which prevents it from
going into effect and prohibits the ATF from
implementing a similar rule in the future. In ad-
dition, we must pass the SHORT Act, which
would remove the unconstitutional taxation,
registration, and regulation in the National
Firearms Act of Short Barreled Rifles, Short
Barreled Shotguns, and those classified as
Any Other Weapons.

Finally, this is just another in a very long
line of examples of why we must pass the
REINS Act. The REINS Act would prohibit
these swamp creatures—the unelected bu-
reaucratic class from legislating from the
agency rather than through Congress. The bill
is simple. Any major rule or regulation would
be required to come back to Congress for an
up or down vote. Why? Because you can fire
Your Congress-critter. But the big, government
establishment has made it virtually impossible
to fire these bureaucrats. Once passed, this
rule would have never been allowed to go into
effect. It's time to pass the Reins act. Time to
pass the short act and protect our constitu-
tional rights.

| am proud to join Representative CLYDE in
introducing these bills, and | appreciate the
opportunity to speak on the issue here tonight.

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
great colleague from the State of Flor-
ida for those encouraging remarks. I
thank all of my colleagues who partici-
pated here in this Special Order to-
night. It is incredibly important that
we show Americans that we are united
and unwavering in protecting and pre-
serving our Second Amendment free-
doms.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

—

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania (at the re-
quest of Mr. JEFFRIES) for today after 3
p.m. on account of a family religious
obligation that required his presence in
the district.

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of
Mr. JEFFRIES) for today after noon on
account of official business related to
the necessity of being unavoidably
away in Memphis, Tennessee.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 46 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, February 2, 2023, at 9:30 a.m.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-303. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
General Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation, trans-
mitting the Corporation’s Major final rule —
Special Financial Assistance by PBGC-With-
drawal Liability Condition Exception (RIN:
1212-ABb53) received January 30, 2023, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce.

EC-304. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Test Procedure for Dishwashers [EERE-2016-
BT-TP-0012] (RIN: 1904-AD96) received Janu-
ary 27, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-305. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, National Institutes of Health, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
National Institutes of Health Loan Repay-
ment Programs [Docket Number: NIH-2020-
0001] (RIN: 0925-AA68) received January 25,
2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-306. A letter from the Director, RPMS,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Radiological Health Regulations; Amend-
ments to Records and Reports for Radiation
Emitting Electronic Products; Amendments
to Performance Standards for Diagnostic X-
ray, Laser, and Ultrasonic Products [Docket
No.: FDA-2018-N-3303] (RIN: 0910-AH65) re-
ceived January 25, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-307. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — List-
ing of Color Additives Exempt From Certifi-
cation; Calcium Carbonate; Confirmation of
Effective Date [Docket No.: FDA-2017-C-6238]
received January 27, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-308. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Second 10-Year
Maintenance Plan for the Indian Wells Val-
ley PM10 Planning Area; California [EPA-
R09-OAR-2021-0549; FRIL-8856-02-R9] received
January 4, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-309. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Significant New
Use Rules on Certain Chemical Substances
(21-1.5e); Correction [EPA-HQ-OPPT-2020-
0588; FRL-8582-03-OCSPP] (RIN: 2070-AB27)
received January 24, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-310. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
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